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V. Part of a Letter from the (Reverend Mr. Hugh 
Jones to the (Reverend Dr. Benjamin Wood- 
roofe, F. % S. concerning feveral Obfenables in 

Maryland. 

Honoured Sir, 

A S for this Country which you defire me to fend 
you an account of, the following Particulars, 
I hope, will give you an Idea thereof, and of our 
way of Living. Chefepeak-Bay which runs North and 
by Weft about two hundred Miles or more, divides 
this Province, as well as Virginia, into two parts, 
which we call the Eaftern and Weftern Shores. The 
whole Province contains Eleven Counties, Six on 
our fide, which is the Weftern, and Five on the 
Eaftern Shore. The Land is generally Low on both 
fides. No Hill that I have feen or heard of among 
the Inhabitants fifty Yards Perpendicular; but about 
one hundred Miles back, or Weft of us, towards the 
Heads of Rivers the Ground rifes and appears in very 
high Mountains, and rocky Precipices, running North 
and South, from the top of which a Man may have a 
clear Profpetft of Virginia and Maryland. All the low 
Land is very woody, like one continued Forreft, no 
part clear but what is cleared by the Englijh. And tho 
we are Pretty clofely feated, yet we cannot fee ©ur 
next Neighbours Houfe for Trees. Indeed in fevvyears 
wemay expe<ft it otherwise, for the Tobacco-Trade de- 
ftroys abundance of Timber, both for making of 
Hogflieads, and building of Tobacco-Houfes ; befides 
clearing of Ground yearly for Planting. Our Soil is 
generally Sandy, free from Stone, which makes it 
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very convenient for Travelling ; and we Irave no oc- 
cafion for Shooing our Horfes, except in frofty Wea¬ 
ther. And what with the goodnefs of our little 
Horfes, and the fmoothnefs of the Roads, we can tra¬ 
vel upon occafion fifty Miles in a Summers Afternoon, 
and fometimes a hundred Miles in a Day: indeed our 
Miles are not counted fo long as in England. As 
for the natural Situation of the Country, the number 
©f Navigable Rivers, Creeks, Inlets, render it fo Con¬ 
venient for Exporting, and Importing Goods into any 
part thereof, by Water Carriage, that no Country can 
compare with it. The rich and plentiful Gifts of Na¬ 
ture likewife add to the Happinefs of the Place ; the 
Three Elements affording plenty of Food for the ufe of 
Man, viz- Deer, Fowle, both Water and Land, in a- 
bundance: and for the prelerving of Health many ex¬ 
cellent Herbs and Roots, the ditcovery of whofe Ver- 
tues we owe chiefly to the Indians. As for the natural 
Product of the Country, we have for Timber, feveral 
forts of Oak, viz. The Red, White, Black, Chefnut, 
Water, Spanilh, and Line Oaks ; which laft bears a 
Leaf like a Willow- We have Cedar White and Red; 
theRcdferves only for Polls and Groundfils, the White 
to rive or fplit into Boards, that being the freed from 
Knots, and goes under the name of Cyprefs, but I 
think fallly. 

Here is a Tree we call Cyprefs, which is extraor¬ 
dinary large in Bulk, and bears a Leaf like the Senfi- 
tive Plant, it is foft and fpungy, will not Rive, and is 
fit for no ufe. We have Black Wallnut, which is 
mightily efleemed by the Joyners for its Grain and 
Colour. Here is a fort of Poplar that makes good 
White Plank, it is a large Tree, and bears a Flower 
like a Tulip, We have alfo plenty of Pine, and 
Dog-wood, which is a fine Flower-bearing-Tree. Safi 
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ftfras, Locufi, a Tree of very quick growth, and ve¬ 
ry durable in Building. Hickery, of which he have 
two forts, Red and White, this ferves chiefly for fire 
Wood, being the bed for that ule. We have alfo 
plenty of Chefiiuts and Chinquapine another Species 
of Chefnut; and a fort of Elm like a Dutch Elm, 
which we call the Sugar-Tree, from the fvveetnefs of 
its Juice, with which fome have made good Sugar. 
Here is alfo a fort of Elder, whole Bark isclofoly guarded 
with Prickles like thole of a Briar. Tulip-bearing- 
Laurel, and Myrtle of feveral forts; one whereof bears 
a Berry with which they make in the Ealtern Shore 
green Wax, very proper to make Candles if mixed 
with Tallow. 

Among the Inhabitants of the Air, which are ve¬ 
ry numerous. The humbing Bird is the moll curi¬ 
ous, they continue with us all Summer, feeding on¬ 
ly upon Flowers like Bees. The mocking Bird, for 
various Notes, exceeds all the Birds, I believe, in the 
World; but it is bard to raife one, by reafon of the 
hardnels of the Winter that Kills them in their Cages: 
it is a very tender Bird, and requires a great deal of 
Attendance, and the Seamen will ,not give it them, elle 
I had fent your Son one before now, purfoant to his 
requell. Of all our Reptiles, the Rattle-Snake is the 
moft noted ; and what is commonly reported of its 
charming Birds, and Squirrels, &c. is not groundlels, 
for it hath been affirmed to me by feveral Eye Witnef- 
fes. As for the Nature of the Clime, the Air is now 
more wholefome than formerly, which I fuppofe pro¬ 
ceeds from the opening of the Country, that givingi*the 
A ir a freer motion. Our Summers are not extreme hot, 
as in the firft: feating; and our Winters are generally 
levere towards what they are i n EngDnd. The North- 
Well Wind is very lharp in Winter, and even in the 
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hettof Sommer st mightily cook the Air; and too 
often at that time a hidden North-Weftern ftrikes our 
Labourers mo a Fever, when they are not careful to 
jgovide ibr it, and put on their Garments 'while they 
ace at Work. We have little or no Woollen or Linnen 
Manufacture followed} by any of its (except what is 
done in Somerset County over the Bay) becaufe we 
are yearly fupplied from England with neceflaries: but 
Tobacco is our Meat, Prink, Cloathing and Monies; 
not but that we have Money both Spanijh and Englifh 
pretty twenty, which ferves only for Pocket Expences, 
and not for Trade; Tobacco being the Standard for 
Trade, not only with the Merchants, but allb among 
our {elves. 

It were too tedious to relate the way and manner of 
making Tobacco, which is a Commodity (o vendible, 
Specially thefe laft feven years paft, that thoufands 
have got good Eftates by it. Moft of our Planters 
when racy began this fort of Husbandry had not where- 
withal to Closeth them (elves, whereof feveral now are 
worth thoufandsof Pounds. Indeed this Country hath 
hsen chiefly feated by Poor People, whole Induftry 
hath raHed diem to great Eftates Our common Prink 
is Syder, which is very good, and where it is rightly 
ordered not inferior to the belt White-Wine. We have 
Wine brought us from Madera and Fayal ,' Rum 
from Barbados ? Beer, Mault, and Wines from Eng- 
Imd, We have plenty of good Grapes growing wild 
ia the Woods, bat there is no Improvement made of 
them. And now Sir, to touch a little upon that which 
chiefly trader God Advances our welfare, viz,. Our 
Government; we are governed by the feme Laws as 
i» Mngkadf only fome Ads of Aftembiy we have re- 
lasing to fame particular Cafes not tinder the Verge of 
dm Eagitfb Laws a or where the Laws of England do 
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not fo aptly provide for fotrie Circumftances under 
which our way of living hath put us. 

The Church of England, God be praifed, is pretty 
firmly Eftabliflied among us. Churches are built ana 
there is an Annual Stipend allow’d to every Minifter 
by a perpetual Law, which is more or lefs according 
to the number of Taxables in each Parifh, every Chri- 
ftian Male above Sixteen years old, arid Negr&es Male 
and Female above that Age pay forty Pound of To¬ 
bacco to the Minifter, which is Levied by the Sheriff 
among other Publick Levies, which -makes the Re¬ 
venues of the Minifters, one With another, about 
twenty thoufand Pound of Tobacco, or one hundred 
Pound Sterling per ann. It hath been the unhappinefs of 
this Country that they have had no Proteftant Mini- 
flers hardly among them till; Governour Nicholfdns 
time (.who has been a great Promoter and Encourager 
of the Clergy) but now and then an Itinerant Preacher 
of very looie Morals, and fcandalous Behaviour; fo- 
that what with fuch Mens ill Examples, the Roman 
Prlefts cunning, and the Quakers Bigotry, Religion was 
in a manner turned out of Doors. But God be praifed 
things now ft and better, and our Churches are crowded 
as full as they can hold, and the People are pretty fen- 
fible of the Roman Superftition, and the Quakers 
Madnefs; fo that their Parties both joyned toge- 
gether are very inconftderable to What ours is. Indeed 
the Quakers ftruggle hard to maintain their footing, and 
their Teachers (especially the Female Sex, who are the 
moll zealous, are very free of their Taunts, and Con¬ 
tumelies againft us, but it is to little purpofe, unlels to 
make their own way more ridiculous and odious. As 
for our part, I think we take the moft effedual Me¬ 
thod, under God, to flop their fpreading, viz. By not 
minding them, for I believe that to oppofe a Herefieby 
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Difputes and Declamations is the ready way to increale 
it, And I find the more they Condemn our Church, 
Rail and Scoff at the Clergy, the fewer Profelytes they 
Gain. And I do not doubt, if it pleale Goa, but in 
few years the Church will have not many to oppole it, 
elpecially of Quakers, We have not yet found the 
way of Afiociating .our (elves in Towns and Corpora? 
tions, by rcafon of the fewnels of Hand icrafts-Men; 
and we have no Trade at Home or Abroad, but that 
of Tobacco: There are indeed leveral places allotted 
for Towns; but hitherto they are only Titular ones, 
except Annapolis where the Governour Refides. Go- 
vernour Nicholfon hath done his endeavour to make a 
Town of that: there are in it about forty Dwelling 
Houles, Seven or Eight whereof can . afford good 
Lodging and Accommodations for Strangers. There is 
alio a State-Houfe, and a Free-School built with Brick, 
whicli make a great ihew among a parcel of wooden 
Houles, and the Foundation of a Church laid, the 
only Brick Church in Maryland. They , have two 
Market-days in the Week, and had Governour Nichol- 
fon continued there Ibme years longer, he had brought 
it to Ibme perfe&ion. 

As for our Predeceflbrs the Indians , I cannot give you 
at prefent any further account of them than this, viz. 
That whereas at the firft Seating of Maryland there 
were leVeral Nations of Indians in j:he Country, go¬ 
verned by feveral petty Kings ; Now 1 do riot think 
that there are Five hundred fighting Men of them in 
the Province, and thole aremoft on the Ealtern Shore, 
where they have two or three little Towns : fome of 
them come over to our fide in Winter time to Hunt for 
Dear, being generally Ethployed by the Englip}, they 
take delight in nothing elfe; and it is rare that any of 
them will imbrace our way of Living or Worffiip. 
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The.Caule of their diminilbifig proceeded nor from 
any Wars with the Englifh, for we have bad none with 
them; but from their own perpetual Ddcords- and 
Wars among themfelves, as being a fcatcered People 
under feveral Heads, and always at variance oite wiA 
another. The Female Sex alfo have fwept awaw i 
great many, fo that now they are.dwindled almofir tto 
nothing, One thing is oblervafele in them, tho ?hey 
are a People very timorous and cowardly in Fight, yet 
when taken Prifbners and Condemned, the/i dW like 
Heroes, braving the moP Exquifite Tortures-' chat earn 
be invented, and fmgingaft the time they are upon the 
Rack. 

" Now, Stir, Left I ihduld treipafe too moth upon 
youc Patience, I wilt put a Hop «o this imperfetft and 
defirltory Difcourfe, hoping yon wilt generously pao, 
don all the Faults and Miftakes of 
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Hbgh’ jbnes. 


Maryland 
Jan. 33,. *698. 



